The Third Arab-Israeli War
ing to him, could be taken only by the Security Council. But
U TKant held that since the U.N. Emergency Force hud en-
tered Egypt with Egvptian consent, it could not remain there
if the consent were withdrawn,18 or if the conditions under which
it operated were so qualified that the force was unable to func-
tion effectively.18
Soon after U Thant's decision to withdraw the UNEF and
Nasser's declaration of blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba, the U,S,
Ambassador to the UAR, Richard H. Nolte, met the UAR
Foreign Minister Mahmud Riyad and presented to him the pro-
called for towards harmonizing the position'". U. Thant countered this by
stating that it was not an official paper but a "'purely private memoran-
dum" in which Mr. Hammarskjold appears to have recorded his own
impresisons and interpretations of his discussions with President Nasser.
Therefore it had no official standing and could not affect the basis for
the presence of the U.N. Emergency Force in Egypt. See Laqueur, Road
to War, 2n., p. 104.
is The U.N. Secretary General, U Thant, in a report on 27 June 1967
stated that the stationing of the UNEF on Egyptian territory was subject
to the latter's permission and, therefore, he was obliged to withdraw the
Force when Egypt so demanded on 18 May 1967. This position was
supported by the two states, Yugoslavia and India, which had contingents
in the UNEF. The refusal of Israel to allow the U.N. Force to operate
en its side of the ceasefire line in 1967, when the Secretary General sug-
gested that it be moved across the line from Egypt, further indicates the
need for consent of the state where such a force is stationed on the basis
of a ^recommendation" of the General Assembly as was the case with the
UNEF. See Report of the Secretary General on the withdrawal of the
U.N. Emergency Force, U.N. Doc. A/6730/Add. 3, 27 June 1967. For
Excerpts from the Report see Appendix VII.
19 It has been contended by some observers that irrespective of whether
U. Thant took the correct stand, the instant withdrawal of the U.N. Emcr-
gency Force contributed to the outbreak of the June 1967 war. Even if
it is true that the UAR was not really prepared for so hasty a withdrawal
of the UNEF, surprise soon turned into exultation when it found it had
scored an easy victory. Early success acted as "heady wine" and led to
glib talks of destruction of Israel. Indian Express, Delhi, 20 July 1967.
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